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CONTRACEPTIVE PIONEER DISCUSSES THE PILL
MISSOULA-
Carl Djerassi, one of the most accomplished organic chemists of the 20th century who 
is best known for his role in the chemical synthesis and commercialization of the oral 
contraceptive pill, will deliver two lectures Sept. 27-28 at The University of Montana.
Djerassi, a chemistry professor at Stanford University, will present “The Pill: History 
and Prognosis” at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 27, in UM’s North Underground Lecture Hall.
He also will present “Washing Dirty Labcoats in Public: A Discussion with Professor 
D ” at 1:10 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 28, in Main Hall Room 210. Both lectures are free and open 
to the public.
Djerassi has been awarded the National Medal of Science for his oral contraceptive 
work and has received the National Medal of Technology for promoting new approaches to 
insect control.
He also is an active patron of the arts and founder of the Djerassi Resident Artists 
Program near Woodside, Calif. Since 1986 he has published numerous poems and short 
stories, five “science-in-fiction” novels, two autobiographies and more. Copies of his books 
will be available at his lecture for free distribution to students.
The lectures are sponsored by the Richard E. Juday Endowment for Chemistry.
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